Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.9.
In the title compound, C 18 H 16 N 6 , the complete molecule is generated by crystallographic inversion symmetry. The dihedral angle between the benzene and triazole rings is 84.1 (3) . The crystal structure is stabilized by weak C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Wang et al. (2007) . For background to the use of flexible ligands to form coordination networks, see: Martin et al. (2007) ; Yaghi et al. (1998) ; Sun et al. (2006) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 .
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. 4,4'-Bis(1,2,4-triazol-1-ylmethyl)biphenyl
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Comment
It is well-known that those ligands containing a flexible backbone provide a bigger number of complexes thanks to their flexibility and conformational freedom that allow for greater structural diversity (Yaghi et al., 1998; Sun et al., 2006; Martin et al., 2007) . 4,4'-Bis(1,2,4-triazol-1-ylmethyl)biphenyl (bix) is a excellent building block and has been employed to construct interesting structural polymer with unique properties (Wang et al., 2007) .
In an attempt to form a Zn(II) complex with bix, we adventitiously formed the title compound (I) and its crystal structure is determined herein.
The title compound cyrstallizes with one half-molecule in the asymmetric unit. As illustrated in Fig. 1 , the bix adopts a anti conformation and has crystallographic 1 symmetry and the dihedral angle between the benzene and triazole rings is 84.1 (3)°.
In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-H···N hydrogen bond help to stabilizing the packing.
Experimental
Equimolar (28 mg, 0.1 mmol) Zn(OAC) 2 .6H 2 O in water (3 ml) and bix (26 mg, 0.1 mmol) in CH 3 CN and CH3OH solutions (8 ml) were mixed and heated at 428 K for 72 h in a pressurized reactor. Slow evaporation of this solution resulted in the formation of some colourless blocks of (I).
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculat-supplementary materials sup-3 ing R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
